Clothes Pin Giraffe 
Materials: 2 clothespins, "Z" shape cut out of yellow construction paper, brown ripped up pieces of construction paper and a marker to draw eyes and mouth. 

Description:  Young children can cut their own "Z" from yellow construction paper or adult can precut it. Brown construction paper pieces are ripped by children and glued onto the "Z". Next, eyes and mouth are drawn with the marker. Finally, clothespins are clipped on bottom of the "Z" to make the legs of the giraffe. 

Comments: The children love making this craft.  It is very adaptable to different age groups. 


Sing this song to the tune of The Itsy Bitsy Spider: 

 The itsy bitsy monkey climbed up the coconut tree. 
 Down came a coconut and bumped him on the knee. 
 Out came his mommy and wiped away his tears 
 And the itsy bitsy monkey climbed up the tree again.
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MATERIALS:
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	Elephant template (download here, see Step 1) 
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	2 sheets of craft foam, 1 white, 1 colored 
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	Pencil, scissors, and hole punch 
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	Googly eyes 
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	Tacky glue 
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	Plastic dropper (available at craft and drugstores)

	
	


1.  Download the elephant template.  http://familyfun.go.com/Resources/global/printables/crafts/0604_ff_elephant_template.pdf
(To view the .pdf file, you'll need Adobe Reader, which is available for free from the Adobe site.) 

2. Trace the elephant head template on to the colored craft foam and the tusks on to the white. Cut them out. 

3. Punch a hole in the tusks as shown. Punch a hole in the colored foam as well, at least 1/4 inch up from the elephant's chin. 

4. Glue on the eyes. 

5. Place the tusks behind the head so that the holes match up. Push the dropper through both. 

Snake zipper pull

Print pattern. Staple a snake pattern to a piece of imitation leather all around the outside of the outer line.  First cut the two slits in the tail and punch out the eyes and hole near the mouth. Then cut all around on the outside line.

Tape the head of the snake to your work surface. Braid the three strips. Folding the pieces over as you braid will create the striped effect shown above. Rubber band the tail about 2" from the end. Trim two of the strips close to the rubber band. Fold the remaining strip in half lengthwise and push three pony beads up to the rubber band. Trim this strip to a round point. 

Remove masking tape. Feed a lanyard hook through the mouth hole.
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Paper Cup Monkey craft
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Beige or brown paper cups

Four brown half-circles per person

Googly eyes

Glue

Glue two of the half-circles on the front of the cup for the mouth.  Glue the eyes just above it.  Then glue the last two half-circles to the sides of the cup for ears.

[image: image15.jpg]


Frog visor

Fun for dress up or to wear everyday!

You need: 

· Frog Pattern 

· Green and Pink Craft Foam 

· Green Visor 

· Two 1½" White Pompoms 

· Two ½" Black Pompoms 

· Small Plastic Bug 

· Black Permanent Marker 

· Low Temp Glue Gun 

· Scissors 

· Staple 

Instructions:
Print Frog Pattern. Cut tongue out of pink craft foam and head out of green craft foam. The easiest way is to staple around the outside of your pattern pieces to craft foam before cutting. 

Glue craft foam head to the middle of the visor's top lip. Glue on two 1½" white pom poms for eyes. Glue a ½" black pom pom to each white pom pom. 

Glue tongue to underside of visor. Glue bug to tongue. 

Draw nostrils with a black permanent marker.

Elephant Appreciation Day Activities

The following activity suggestions are merely a starting point.  You could split the class into groups and have them race to find the right answers, or like a scavenger hunt, see how many they can answer in a given time period.  You might be able to think of even more questions, or you could have students come up with some of their own questions to stump their classmates!

The Museum’s goal is to create more connections with the community and schools in Cedar Rapids.  We also think this project can benefit your students because it can be extended to math (calculating measurements and statistics), science (biology), geography (continents and countries), reading (recommended reading list books), art (drawing, perspective), social studies (culture and communities), and social awareness (endangered species).  Watch the video, Elephant (available at the Cedar Rapids Library), to get more information, or check out books from the library about elephants.  Here are some example activity ideas.  

Math:  Go outside with a meter stick and measure how tall and long an African elephant would be, if it were laying down flat on the ground.

Would an elephant fit in the classroom?  Would it fit in the lunchroom?

Which would weigh more, an elephant or a whale?  An elephant or a 16-wheeler?  

How many years can an elephant live?  Is that older or younger than the oldest person you know?  

How much does a baby elephant weigh?

Science:  Find the measurements for the following items, and then use a meter stick to mark how long they are and compare them to the size of your students.

	
	African elephant
	Asian elephant

	Tusks
	
	

	Ears
	
	

	Toes
	Front:             Back:
	Front:             Back:

	Toenails
	Front:             Back:
	Front:             Back:


Why is an elephant’s skin so wrinkly?  What if it weren’t?  

What do elephants use their trunks for?  

How are an African elephant’s trunk and an Asian elephant’s trunk different?

What do elephants and people have in common?

How long before a baby elephant learns to walk?  

How do elephants talk to each other?  

Who is in charge of the herd?

Geography:

	Terms
	African elephants found in:
	Asian elephants found in:

	Continent
	
	

	Countries
	
	

	
	
	


Reading:  Recommended elephant reading list.  Please add your own selections, too!

Fiction—Grandma Elephant’s in Charge by Martin Jenkins, How the Elephant Got its Trunk by Jean Richards, Twenty-One Elephants by Phil Bildner, The Girl and the Elephant by Nicole deCock, A Nose Like a Hose by Jenny Samuels, Mystery at the Club Sandwich by Doug Cushman.

Nonfiction— Why don't elephants live in the city? by Katherine Smith, A Herd of Elephants by Richard Spilsbury, Elephants [in the Wild] by Patricia Kendell, Elephants by Diane Swanson, Elephants (“Animals I can See at the Zoo” series) by JoAnn Early Macken, Project Elephant by Susan Ring, Elephants by Jacqueline Dineen.
Social Studies:

Study the countries and peoples who live near elephants.  How do they treat elephants?  What are some of the myths about elephants?  

Social Awareness:

Read books like Elephant Rescue: Changing the Future for Endangered Wildlife by Jody Morgan.  Discuss what’s happening to the African elephants.  How did they become endangered?  Why are elephants hunted?  What is ivory?  How do you think the country of Ivory Coast got its name?  What is another reason elephants are endangered?  What is their normal habitat, and why is it shrinking?  What can we do to help the African elephants?
Elephant Day crafts from the African American Museum in Cedar Rapids, Iowa
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Other activities that you can do at home:  
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Elephant Day coloring sheets 

(Cut out nose and put your finger through for a moving trunk!)
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Elephant Day songs to get the kids moving!

Elephant Appreciation Day is Friday, Sept. 22, 2006!
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The Elephants Are Here!
A movement song to the tune of "The Farmer in the Dell"
The elephants are here! (Look excited)
The elephants are here!
Look at all the elephants! (Shade eyes as if looking)
The elephants are here!

They're exercising now. (March in place, keeping feet on floor, pumping arms)
They're exercising now.
Look at all the elephants!
They're exercising now.

(Have kids name various exercises and do them--tricky while singing!)
They're jumping up and down!
They're jumping up and down!
Look at all the elephants!
They're jumping up and down!

They're doing push ups now
They're touching all their toes
They're spinning 'round and 'round

Keep going until kids are EXHAUSTED
Sing the last verse slowly as sink to floor and lie down on backs
They're all exhausted now...
They're all exhausted now...
Look at all the elephants...
They're all exhausted now...
ZZZZZZZ (Lots of snoring)
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Email education@


blackiowa.org for more information.  
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Art project:  Discover the difference between African and Asian elephants.





Draw two elephants on a piece of paper.  (Check the attached page or this website for specs on each kind of elephant:  http://www.upali.ch/differences_en.html.)  Make sure you draw the African elephant larger with more wrinkles, longer tusks and a straighter back.  The Asian elephant is smaller, has a rounder back and shorter tusks.


Color them in with colored pencils, crayons or markers.  


On a separate piece of paper, draw one ear for the African elephant (shaped sort of like Africa) and one ear for the Asian elephant.  Draw a small tab to attach the ear to the elephants’ bodies.  


Cut out the ears.  


Fold the tabs back so the ears will stand up off the elephants’ bodies.  (Make sure the ears are facing the right direction for your elephants!)


Color the ears on both sides.  Make them the same color as the elephants’ bodies.


Apply glue to the folded-back tabs on the ears and attach to the elephants’ bodies.


Now label each elephant so you can tell which one is which.


Don’t forget to write your name on your project!





 Asian (Indian) Elephants 			      African Elephants	





Use these drawings to help you draw your own elephants.  Look at the differences in size, color, and shape.  Did you notice the African elephant’s ears are shaped a little like the continent of Africa?  They stick up over the shoulders and hang down below their chins.  The outside edge of their ears almost covers their whole shoulder!  No two elephants’ ears are exactly the same shape.  The shape of an elephant’s ear is how scientists can tell who is who—kind of like people’s fingerprints.  The Asian elephant’s ear looks a little like the Asian country India.





Do you notice the shape of their backs?  The Asian elephant has a rounder back, while the African elephant’s back dips down at the shoulders.  You can also see the African elephant has more wrinkles.  The African elephant has only one bump on his forehead, while the Asian’s has two.  The African elephant’s legs are longer, too.  








