The Operation: Military Kids (OMK) reading collection is available for check out through the Area Education Agency that serves your area. 

The OMK reading collection is designed to foster resiliency in Iowa’s geographically dispersed military kids. The books in the collection were selected for and by military kids to help them cope with separation issues, develop problem solving skills, learn about other cultures and geographical regions, and build pride for their military family members.  Accompanying each book are activities developed by a librarian, middle school media specialist, and child development specialist from the Ames community to further expand the use of the reading materials.

The reading collection contains 17 different titles divided by age and grades into Operation: Military Kids “Hero” backpacks. There are six books and one DVD in the Birth to Kindergarten collection, seven books in the grades 1 – 4 collection, ten books in the grades 5 – 8 collection, and nine books in the grades 9 – 12 collection. In addition, the Birth through grade 8 collection also includes a raccoon puppet in each backpack to accompany The Kissing Hand story.  Each AEA has two backpacks per age/grade level.

Chris Gleason, 515-294-1557

cgleason@iastate.edu 

Operation: Military Kids book collection titles

Birth through Kindergarten

Demarest, C. 2005. Alpha Bravo Charlie. New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books.

Haskins, J. 1987. Count Your Way through the Arab World. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books.

Holland, T. & C. Ford. 2006. The Soldiers’ Night before Christmas. New York: Golden Book.

Jones, S. R. 2003. To Keep Me SAFE! Colorado Springs, GA: State of Growth Pub.

McCormick, W. & J. Eachus. 1999. Daddy, Will You Miss Me? NY: Aladdin Paperbacks.

Penn, A. 1993. The Kissing Hand. Terre Haute, IN: Tanglewood Press. Plus raccoon puppet.
Sesame Workshop. 2006. Talk, Listen, Connect. DVD.  Additional resources to support this DVD are available at www.sesameworkshop.org/tlc 

Grades 1 – 4

Andrews, B. 2007. I Miss You!: a Military Kids’ Book about Deployment. New York: Prometheus Books.

Demarest, C. 2005. Alpha Bravo Charlie. New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books.

Haskins, J. 1987. Count Your Way through the Arab World. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books.

Holland, T. & C. Ford. 2006. The Soldiers’ Night before Christmas. New York: Golden Book.

McElroy, L. 2005. Love, Lizzie: Letters to a Military Mom. Morton Grove, IL: Albert Whitman.

Penn, A. 1993. The Kissing Hand. Terre Haute, IN: Tanglewood Press.  Plus raccoon puppet.
Skeers, L. 2007. The Impossible Patriotism Project. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers.

Grades 5 – 8
Andrews, B. 2007. I Miss You!: a Military Kids’ Book about Deployment. New York: Prometheus Books.

Barber, N. 2007. The People and Cultures of the Middle East. World Almanac.

Ellis, D. 2003. Mud City. Toronto, Ont.: Douglas & Mcintyre/Groundwood.

Hannigan, K. 2004. Ida B:--and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster,and (Possibly) Save the World. NY:  Greenwillow Books.

Holland, T. & C. Ford. 2006. The Soldiers’ Night before Christmas. New York: Golden Book.

Mochizuki, K. 1995. Heroes. NY: Lee and Low Books.

Peck, R. 2007. On the Wings of Heroes. New York: Dial.

Penn, A. 1993. The Kissing Hand. Terre Haute, IN: Tanglewood Press.  Plus raccoon puppet.
Skeers, L. 2007. The Impossible Patriotism Project. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers.

Voigt, C. 1986.  Dicey’s Song. New York: Dutton.

Grades 9 – 12
Barber, N. 2007. The People and Cultures of the Middle East. World Almanac.

Ellis, D. 2003. Mud City. Toronto, Ont.:  Douglas & Mcintyre/Groundwood.

Ellis, D. 2002. Parvanna’s Journey. Toronto, Ont.:  Douglas & Mcintyre/Groundwood.

Hannigan, K. 2004. Ida B:--and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster,and (Possibly) Save the World. NY:  Greenwillow Books.

Holland, T. & C. Ford. 2006. The Soldiers’ Night before Christmas. New York: Golden Book.

Peck, R. 2007. On the Wings of Heroes. New York: Dial.

Staples, S. 2005. Under the Persimmon Tree. NY: Farrar, Straus & Giroux.
Voigt, C. 1986. Dicey’s Song. New York: Dutton.
