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September 10, 2008

Dear Oral Health Partners:

Beginning this year, Iowa law requires that children enrolling for the first time in an Iowa elementary or high school must provide proof of a dental screening.  The requirement will include all students entering kindergarten (or first grade if there is no kindergarten offered), ninth grade, and transfer students from outside of the state. 

The goal of this legislation is for children to receive the benefit of early and regular care – including prevention.  Not only will this assure that children are ready to learn, but it is also an opportunity to educate families on the importance of prevention and to provide outreach for those families with no payment source for dental care.

It is our expectation that most children will be able to fulfill the screening requirement through a dentist.  For other children, dental screenings may be provided by an integrated network of health care professionals that supplement Iowa’s dental workforce.  Regional I-Smile Coordinators will serve at the “hub” of this network. 

This packet is intended to be a resource to you as you assist students and their families with meeting the screening requirement.  Included in the packet are: 

· An overview of the I-Smile program 

· A “Frequently Asked Questions” tip sheet

· A sample parent letter 

· Dental screening flyers in English and Spanish

· Oral health education tip sheet & tooth eruption chart 

· Dental screening certificate and exemption forms 

· Training power point

Thank you for partnering with us to improve the oral health of Iowa children! 

Sincerely,
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Bob Russell, DDS, MPH
State Dental Director

The I-Smile Program



In 2005, the Iowa legislature passed HF841, a Medicaid reform initiative called “IowaCare.”  The legislation included a mandate that every Medicaid-enrolled child twelve years of age or younger would have a dental home and be provided with the care identified in the oral health standards under the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) program. 


In response, the Iowa Department of Human Services partnered with the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH), the Iowa Dental Association, the Iowa Dental Hygienists’ Association, Delta Dental of Iowa, and the University of Iowa College of Dentistry to develop a proposal that would fulfill the dental home mandate.  The result is the I-Smile dental home project.  

The ultimate goal of creating a dental home is to ensure that children receive age-appropriate comprehensive dental care.  I-Smile is based upon a conceptual dental home, allowing a team approach to manage oral disease.  Health professionals such as dental hygienists, physicians, nurse practitioners, registered nurses, physician assistants, and dietitians are part of a network providing oral screenings, education, and/or preventive services as needed.  Through referrals, dentists serve as the providers of diagnosis and treatment. 

Components of the I-Smile project include 1) improving the dental support system for families; 2) improving the dental Medicaid program; 3) implementing recruitment and retention strategies for underserved areas; and 4) integrating dental services into rural and critical access hospitals. 

Currently dental hygienists serving as I-Smile coordinators are implementing the first component of the program within Iowa’s twenty-four Title V child health agencies.  These coordinators are developing partnerships, establishing referral systems, providing training and education for healthcare professionals, ensuring completion of oral screenings and risk assessments, working within their agencies to develop oral health protocols, ensuring oral health care coordination, and providing gap-filling preventive services. 

In collaboration with the Iowa Department of Public Health, the I-Smile coordinators will play a key role in the school dental screening requirement.  The coordinators can be contacted by schools, dentists, and other health professionals for technical assistance, information, and training on screenings.  They will also be highly involved in completing the annual audit for the requirement. 

To find your regional I-Smile coordinator, please contact the Oral Health Bureau at 1-866-528-4020 or go to www.idph.state.ia.us/webmap/default.asp?map=ismile. 

School Dental Screening Requirement:  Frequently Asked Questions

1) When is the requirement effective?

The requirement is effective for the 2008-2009 school year. 

2) Who does the requirement include?
The requirement applies to all students newly enrolling in an Iowa elementary school or high school. This would include Kindergarten (or 1st grade if there is no Kindergarten) and 9th grade.  This would also include out-of-state transfer students for any elementary or high school grade.  Foreign exchange students would not be included. 

3) Does the requirement include children who are home-schooled?

No. The requirement only applies to students newly enrolling in an Iowa public or accredited nonpublic school.   If a home-school student transfers to an Iowa elementary or high school, a dental screening would be required. 
4) What is the timeline for a screening to be done?
For elementary school, a screening that is done between the ages 3 to 6 is acceptable.  For high school and transfer students, a screening completed within one year prior to enrollment is acceptable.

5) Who can provide a screening?

The goal is that every child will have an exam or screening by a dentist.  However, due to barriers in accessing care, this may not be possible for all families.  For elementary students, the requirement allows that a dentist, dental hygienist, physician, physician assistant, or nurse may provide a screening.  For high school students, a screening must be provided by a dentist or dental hygienist.  

6) What if a student does not have a dentist or has difficulty obtaining a screening certificate?

No child without proof of a dental screening will be prevented from attending school.  If families have difficulty meeting the requirement, the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) and local public health agencies will provide assistance to ensure that the necessary dental screening is obtained.  Twenty-four local public health dental hygienists serving as I-Smile Coordinators are available to assist children and schools.  Free or reduced-cost screenings may be available through community health programs or health screening events. 

7) Will training be available for physicians, physician assistants, or nurses to do the screenings?
For the purpose of quality assurance and consistency, IDPH will make training and training materials available for dental screening providers.  We anticipate that trainings will be provided by I-Smile Coordinators or by state Oral Health Bureau staff at state or regional meetings (e.g., ICN sessions, school or health care provider conferences). 

8) Will dental cards from the past be acceptable?
No.  The new Certificate of Dental Screening or a form approved in writing by IDPH must be used.   However, during this first year, IDPH will take into consideration that children may have already had a dental screening before the certificate was available.  

  
9) How will the screenings be reported to IDPH?  
The statute requires an audit report be sent to IDPH from each local board of health by June 30th for the preceding school year.  IDPH will work with the boards of health, I-Smile Coordinators, and schools to complete the audit.
10) When do the students need to turn in the Certificate of Dental Screening to the school?
The rules do not specify a certain amount of time.  To assure ample time to comply with the audit requirement, IDPH recommends that the certificates be collected at schools as soon as possible.
For more information, please contact:

Sara Schlievert, RDH, BS

Community Health Consultant, Oral Health Bureau
515/281-7630 or 1/866/528-4020
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