Facts and Figures about bullying that might surprise you!!!

· Research over the past decade suggests that, among US middle school students, approx 7.5% -13% bullied others, 10.6%-20.7% were victimized; and 1-13% engaged in both bullying/victimization (Batsche&Knoff, 1994; Cunningham, 2007; Dema2002). Ray & Maloecki, 2003; Kauffman et.al, 1998: Nansel et. Al., 2001; Seals & Young, 2003; Unnever, 2005; Wenxin, 2002), Based on review of the bullying/victimization literature, it is clear that these are relatively common phenomena for middle school students.

· Then Researchers conducting the first nationally representative survey in the U.S. estimated that nearly six million children (or roughly 30%) in grades 6 through 10 were involved in moderate or frequent bullying (i.e., as target, bully, or both) during the school term in which they were surveyed (Nansel et al., 2001).
· 61.6% of students who are bullied are picked on because of their looks or speech. (U.S. News & World Report, May 7, 2001)

· Although the overall rates of bullying and victimization decrease during high school (Nansel et.al. 2001) this phenomenon is confounded by sexual harassment and underestimations of the prevalence of bullying, victimization and harassment

· More than 43 percent of middle school and high school students avoid using school bathrooms for fear of being harassed or assaulted. (Mothering, May/June 2001) 
High School Bullying

· Bullying during the high school years has received less attention in the literature than bullying during the elementary and middle school years. The research on bullying during later adolescence has been important in documenting the rise in harassment; thus, bulling/victimization takes on the form of harassment and the two are clearly linked. We know that sexual harassment is more common for females during high school than middle school (Gruberr & Fineran, 2007) the American Assoc. of Univ. Women (AAUW 1993-2001) conducted two studies of sexual harassment in US Schools. Approx. 81% of students experienced sexual harassment during their school years, with rates increasing over time; 55% of 8th and 9th graders and 61% of 10th and 11th graders reported being sexually harassed. The AAUW study also found that females were sexually harassed more than males.  2009 Bullying Prevention and Intervention: Realistic Strategies for Schools  By Susan M. Swearer, Dorothy L. Espelage, Scott A. Napolitano
Unfortunately teachers typically underestimate the levels of bullying/victimization in their schools. 

· In 2007 Bradshaw surveyed both school personnel and students at more than 14 high schools in the Northeast, with the goal of determining how well high school teachers can predict the among of bullying and harassment in their schools. 

· Over 57% of school staff predicted that less than 10% of students at their school had been victimized. Only 9% of school staff correctly predicted that approx. 28% of high school students reported being victimized. 

· In the 2008 Iowa Youth Survey when 11th grade students across the state were asked if teachers intervened when they saw bullying occurring, 54% had unfavorable responses to the question 

· 84% of GBLT students reported that faculty or staff never intervened or intervened only some of the time when present when homophobic remarks were made. Harsh Realities 2007
· 89% of GBLT students reported that faculty or staff never or rarely intervened when present when negative remarks on gender expression were made. Harsh Realities 2007
· Research has also found that elementary and middle school teachers predicted victimization of their students more accurately than high school teachers. 

· In the 2008 Iowa Youth Survey when  8th grade students across the state were asked if teachers intervened when they saw bullying occurring , 48% had unfavorable responses  and at 6th grade the unfavorable responses were at  34%.

In a study conducted by the Secret Service and the US Department of Education, researchers noted that 71% of the attackers felt persecuted, bullied, threatened, attacked or injured by others prior to the incident   
Olweus (1993)  found that individuals who bullied during grades six through nine, were significantly more likely to have criminal convictions at age 23, when compared to individuals who had no involvement in bullying.

In the 2008 Iowa Youth Survey 56% of our 6,8,and  11th grade students combined indicated that they had been bullied  at school in the past 30 days.

Bullying hurts, and keeps on hurting

·   most bullying goes unnoticed and unreported

·   school is a prime location for bullying

·   the effects of bullying can last a lifetime

Bullying is one of the most underrated and enduring problems in schools today and is a reality in the lives of all children, whether they are bullies, victims or witnesses.

http://bullyingstatistics.blogspot.com/       Has a video clip from ABC News “Cruel Kids Tragic Ends” One boy commits suicide after being harassed by a group of girls.

Come to the ICN on December 10th, 2009 and get more information on bullying and harassment data.

