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BULLYING PREVENTION PROGRAM





Surveying Students About Bullying
 Frequently Asked Questions 
Why survey students about bullying? 
Before beginning a bullying prevention program, you will want to find out as much as you can about bullying in your school. Whether you use this information to select an intervention approach is the best match for your school, or to guide your implementation of a bullying-prevention program you have already selected, using a reliable method to survey students about their experiences with bullying can help your school’s efforts by: 

Increasing awareness on the part of school staff and parents about bullying problems at school; 

Providing building-specific information critical to planning your bullying prevention effort; 

Providing a baseline from which to measure progress of school initiatives for reducing bullying. 

Motivating adults to help change the school climate—so that school is a safer place where students are free to learn. 

What is the Olweus Bullying Questionnaire? 
The Olweus Bullying Questionnaire is a standardized, validated tool for assessing bullying problems in schools. It comes in two administration formats (scannable and original data-entry version) and is available in Spanish; consult your Certified Olweus Trainer to determine which version will best meet your school’s needs. Both formats (the OBQ scannable and original BVQ version) are anonymous student-report questionnaires for students in grades 3-12. Both versions are multiple-choice, pencil-and-paper questionnaires: the OBQ has 42 questions (2 that can be school specific); the BVQ has 39. The questions provide information about: 

How frequently are students bullying/being bullied? 

What type(s) of bullying are most common? 

Where does bullying occur? 

How often do students report bullying? 

How do students feel about bullying? 

How often do students observe adults and peers respond to bullying? 

The questionnaires also serve as an initial means of raising students’ awareness about what bullying is and looks like by providing a consistent definition and asking about specific behavior.
